
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Los Angeles! This is a very personal Hamburger for me having done all of my flight 
training in this airspace and worked in this airspace as well with Professional Pilot Training (PPT).  
This is hands down one of the most challenging airspaces in the country. You have the San 
Fernando Valley with Van Nuys airport. It is the airport of legends, with the likes of Amelia Earheart  
and Howard Hughes. Many famous movie and television studios have used this airport over it’s 80 
year history. Van Nuys is currently the #1 busiest general aviation airport in the world and #25 in 
busiest airports period, of all airports worldwide. I feel privileged to have had dozens of landings on 
runway 16R and 16L. It is a living breathing aviation legend.  
 
Now take this airport (Van Nuys) and put it 5 miles from Burbank (Bob Hope) airport, a busy Class 
C airport with everything from celebrity charters with AVJET, UPS and also numerous commercial 
carriers flying everything from the Beech 99 to the Boeing 757. When you done fitting that into your 
head, throw another airport into the triangle, Whiteman Airport (5 miles) and then just for good 
measure, overlap the whole thing with Socal Approach. Now just as the nuts are the top of the 
perfect sundae (storm), Place this high intensity triangle of airports just over the hill from Los 
Angeles International (LAX) and it’s 59,000,000 passengers a year and ranking as the #7 busiest 
airport in the world.  
 
So was that filling enough? Just for the fun of it, include terrain that ranges from sea level to above 
4000 ft, water and ocean waiting to bring-in-da-fog and the Santa Anna winds that whip up from 
the desert, howling through the canyons and across peaks attempting to bounce your fillings loose. 
(Video Included).  
 
But I just wanted to say…. Welcome to Los Angeles Pilot! 
    
 
 
 



 
 
Real Life Scenario  
 
It happens on a lazy summer day, the flight school might be slow and an instructor has some 
downtime between flights for an hour or so. So what did we do, we hopped in a plane and flew 
from Burbank to Catalina Island for a famous Buffalo Burger. Catalina Island off the coast has 
herds of Buffalo and the stunning little airport café in the Spanish style. It has a great outside deck 
overlooking the airport and it cooks a mean burger. All it was missing was a cold beer! 
 
So give yourself some time because there is a lot to digest here. I have included lots of charts and 
overhead views with my personal notations on the airspace and procedures. Take your time, study 
this flight and make it worth it. We might be back here with an upcoming event! 
 
OBEJECTIVES 
 
#1 - Fly Burbank Airport to Catalina Island and Avalon Airport 
#2 - Enjoy Buffalo Burger At The Café (Nice Deck) 
#3 - Fly Back to Burbank Airport – Full, Satisfied and Exhilarated. 
#4 - Do it all without being violated by the FAA or hitting anything beside bugs 
  
WEATHER CONDITION 
 
Please set weather as follows. Important!  
 
TIME    :   1300 HRS 
CEILING   :   7/8th SCATTERED 7,500 
WIND        :   S (180 degrees) at 13 MPH (11 KT) 
TEMPERATURE  :   92 DEGREES  
TRAFFIC  :  Turn it up all the way, even if you have to turn down some graphics! 
      You can keep off the Boats, Cars & Ferries to save FPS 
 
CHARTS EXCERPTS INCLUDED  
 
LA_SANFERNANDO   - San Fernando Valley Overview (Burbank, Van Nuys, Whiteman) 
SANFERNA_Freeways - Freeway Overview for ATC and Position reference 
#1 Burbank_Dep    - Burbank Departure Overview 
#2 LAX-VFR_Corido    - Lax Sectional showing VFR Coridors 
#3 Catalina_chart    - Sectional Showing Long Beach / Catalina  
Shore_Line_Route 1-2   - Shore Line Route Procedures / Overview 
Chart_Info     - Sectional Chart Table OF Contents 
 
 
Take time to study the charts and understand the boundaries, airspaces and frequencies. 
Trust me, if this was the real plane, you would be sweating over those charts trying to understand 
your route. 
 
I am not putting step-by-step instructions on this flight. You need to be the pilot and figure out your headings 
and routing. I have let you know that you typically use the right turn to 210 and over the Holywood Hills for 
this routing. If you were going to Van Nuys or Whiteman (North-West) you would use the Golden State 
departure VFR as shown on the chart I have included. Expect to climb to 3500 out of Burbank and get a 
hand-off just before the Santa Monica mountains (hills) to SOCAL. (124.06) 
 
 
 



 
Think of this flight as a rehearsal of possible things to come in this airspace. Remember Catalina is  
UNICOM airport. Use Unicom procedures for Pattern Entry. 

UNICOM AIRPORTS 
1. Plan your arrival. Read the A/FD, study the chart, monitor the frequency and make your call-up well away 
at a known geographical point. The precision of such a point removes most doubts as to your direction of 
flight. 
 
2. The call-up must include your intentions. The standard over fly and 45-entry is recommended to the point 
that failure to do so can be FAA interpreted as careless flying if accident results. Still it is not contrary to the 
FARs to come in another way, just not recommended.   

3. Your first option for uncontrolled airport arrivals should always be the 45-degree entry. 

4. The windsock sets the active runway. 

5. Remember the segmented circle's arms are the base legs of the pattern. 

6. Self announce your positions at the airport such as over the field at 2300 on the left-45, downwind, base, 
and final etc. Airport name always the first and last words of all communications. 

7. Never abuse your right of way privileges in a fit of righteousness.  
 
8…Keep your pattern as small as your aircraft allows. 
 
9. Exercise your 'See and be seen' skills. 

 

I have included a couple links to help bring it to life. 
 
 
FLYING THE LAX CORRIDOR TO CATALINA 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAfRqJlAYus 
 
UNICOM entry El Monte Airport Los Angeles. Good Unicom Example (Cessna) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCBAAOtCbu4 
 
Coming into Burbank – Dusk – Santa Anna winds.  
(If you turn the volume up you can here the wind gusts on the plane, heard that many a time) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k11HXdvsOiY 
 
TOUCH & GO’S VAN NUYS 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkoV4Xsal1I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DOCUMENTS  (Use Zoom feature of PDF to get in close) 
San Fernando Valley Overview  
Burbank – Van Nuys – Whiteman 

 
San Fernando Valley Freeway Reference for ATC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL FLIGHT RULES CORRIDORE – LAX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CHART REFERNCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BUBRANK (BOB HOPE) AIRPORT 
 

 
 
 
(Burbank. Continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
    Burbank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              It’s like landing on an aircraft carrier! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY – Home to Burbank, Van Nuys, Whiteman 
 

 
 
 
 
Post your pics on www.FSZONE.com in the FSBREAK FORUM! 
 
Look forward to hearing about everyone’s experiences. 
 
Mark Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
 


